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almost every hour of every day they had been
retreating. Often they wore given tho chance of
measuring themselves in doso combat against their
adversaries, and on these occasions thoy hold their
own; but still the retreat went on, and it was
difficult to avoid tho feeling that, even if thoir own
battalion had stood fast, there mast have boon a
defeat elsewhere in the line to explain thin endless
retirement. Such conditiouw are trying to a soldier's
nerves. The man who will support cheerfully any
fatigue in. a forward inarch will wilt and slacken
when ho is going backward. Remember, too, that,
except for a few members of the Headquarters
Staff, the officers and men know nothing of the
general situation. They foil back* in complete un-
certainty as to what was happening, and could only
suspect that the Germans wero winning because they
were tho better army. Under such circumstances to
have preserved complete discipline and faithfulness,
nay, even to have retained humour nrul gaiety and
unquenchable spirits, was an achievement more
remarkable than the most signal, victory.

Not less splendid was tho performance of the
French. Indeed, in many ways they had tho more
difficult duty. To yield mile after mile was for the
French troops of the lino, und not loss for corps like
the Zouaves and Turoos, an almost intolerable
discipline. That it was done without grave disaster,
and that, after so great a damping of zeal, the fire
of attack could be readily rekindled, was an immense
tribute to the armies of the Republic.

On the evening of the 4th the van of the retreat
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